
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



392 THE SCHOOL REVIEW [May 

In representing to the reader what has been done in the way of teaching instru- 
mental music to whole groups of children at the same time, the author shows 
that there is no new good thing connected with the teaching of music of which he 
is not aware. Any teacher who earnestly uses this book as a reference for her own 
personal guidance will find that the teaching of music is not so difficult as she 
once thought, and she will probably be delighted to find the music hour the most 
pleasant one in the day. 



A national system of education. — The reorganization through which education 
is now passing in the United States is uppermost in every educator's mind, is 
discussed in every educational magazine and meeting, and is of grave concern to 
every thinking man and woman who has the future welfare of the United States 
at heart. The gravity of the situation is due to the fact that the United States 
became a powerful nation under the old regime in education, and whether it did so 
because of, or in spite of, this regime is of little consequence to the majority of 
people. Because we did succeed while using it is coincidental evidence enough 
for them. But if it be true that we might have been more fortunate had we begun 
with a program such as is being promulgated today, then how poorly, indeed, 
can we argue in support of what we have done for religious education thus far in 
our history. 

It is agreed by competent educators that America was fortunate in escaping 
in the very beginning the complications incident to religious education in our 
secular schools. Europe has never been so fortunate. But in divorcing religion 
from the secular program we fell into a very haphazard program of religious 
education which has nearly wrecked us upon the rocks of individualism and 
materialism. This is felt so keenly today that some kind of reaction is inevitable 
and at no late date. 

One of the sanest programs yet set forth is that of Professor Athearn. 1 He 
frankly states that the church cannot ask the state to teach religion, but the 
church can teach religion at odd hours during the week and on Sunday. The 
church can and must organize and administrate a national system of religious 
education that will parallel and correlate with the national secular system which is 
in process of formation at the present time. He regards the Smith-Towner Bill as 
a large step in the direction of a unified, national, secular system of education, and 
accepts it as a challenge to the educational leadership of the church to produce a 
program which will be equally scientific, equally democratic, and equally pro- 
phetic. Such a program he has presented in the inspiring chapters of his timely 
and vital book. His discussion of national control, or direction, of a system of 
secular and religious education is extremely worth while at this, the most critical, 
time in the history of education in the United States. 



Teaching as a profession. — In this day when there is considerable insistence 
upon giving young men and women an understanding of the many callings life 
has to offer them, it is with genuine pleasure that we note the effort put forth by 

1 Walter Scott Athearn, A National System of Education. New York: George H. Doran Co., 
1920. Pp. xi+132. $1.50. 



